THE MOKAUTV OK COMPETITION.           l6l

a man pursues it by unfair means ; in so far as he
tries to make sham performance pass off for
genuine; or, again, in so far as he sets an un-
due value upon the reward, as apart from the
qualities by which it is gained. But if he works
simply with the desire of making the best of himself,
and if the reward is simply such a position as may
enable him to be most useful to society, the competi-
tion which results will be bracing and invigorating,
and will appeal to no such motives as can be called,
in the bad sense, selfish. He is discharging a function
which is useful, it is true, to himself; but which is
also intrinsically useful to the whole society. The
same principle applies, again, to intellectual activity
in general. All genuine thought is essentially useful
to mankind. In the struggle to discover truth, even
our antagonists are, necessarily, our co-operators. A
philosopher, as a man of science, owes, at least, as
much to those who differ from him, as to those who
agree with him. The conflict of many minds, from
many sides, is the essential condition of intellectual
progress. Now, if a man plays his part manfully
and honourably in such a struggle, he deserves our
gratitude, even if he takes the wrong side. If he
looks forward to the recognition by the best judges
as one motive for his activity, I think that he is ask-
ing for a worthy reward. He deserves blame, only
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